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. AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS ^^^'^^ 0^ PETITIONS 

1. (currently amended) A computer implemented system for distributing in real-time, inventory data 
acquired from point-of-sale systems at any one of a plurality of participating retail entlet ssvstems , 
comprising: 

a communication n e twork m e ans for s e nding and r e c e iving data; 

(b) m plurality of in-store systems m e an s for processing, storing, and conununication 
communicating data; 

(c) a plurality of subscriber systems m e ans for forming and transformin g generating 
and processing requests for dat a: and 

(d) a host system , operably coupled to the in-store systems and the subscriber 
systems, m e ans for processing, storing, and communicating data between a-the 
plurality of subscriber systems m e ans and a -the p lurality of in-store systems 
m e ans . 

2 . (currently amended) A communication n e twork m e ans as claim e d i n The computer 
implemented system of claim 1, wherein the in-store systems, the subscriber systems and the host 
system are coupled to one another through a communication network furth e r including compri se s 
a m e ans configured to transmit and receive data b e tw ee n a plurality of said among the in-store 
systems m e ans, a plurality of said t he subscriber systems-mea=is, and said -the host system , and 
m e ans: and th e m e ans to transmit and r e c e iv e data 

such transmission m e ans includ e s th e ability to support a one of variety of protocols such as tcp/ip. 
http. https. e tc. a transmission control protocol/intemet protocol (TCP/IP) and hypertext transfer 
protocol rhttp). 

3. (currently amended) An in stor e syst e m m e ans, as claim e d i n The computer implemented system 
of claim 4-2. wherein ^^ach in-store system further includin g comprises: 

a point-of-sale meaft sdevice used to process sales transactions and generate sales transaction 
data and generate p e rform inventory control data at a m e rchant's place of business of 
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a merchant : 

a memory database meaRs-used to store merchant identification data, the sales transaction 

data, and the inventory control data; and 
an communication m e ans in-store communicator used to transmit and receive data in 

substantially real-time through said communication network^^eans. 

4. (currently amended) A subscrib e r syst e m means as claim e d in The computer implemented system 
of claim 4-3 , wherein ^^ach subscriber system further includin g comprises : 

a browser m e ans us e d component useable by a consumer to vi e w, s e arch, r e qu e st, r e ceiv e , 
Md-access and view the m e rchant inventory dat a indicative of a given merchant's 
inventory, in substantially real-time using said communication network-fReans; and 

a virtual stores server m e ans us e d to s e arch, r e qu e st, r e c e iv e . useable and-to access m e rchant 
inventory data in substantially real-time using said communication network m e ans 
and to process online sales of goods or services offered for sale by saida given 
merchant. 

5. (currently amended) A host syst e m m e ans as claim e d in The computer implemented system of 
claim 44, wherein the host system further includin g comprises: 

a host system database me^is-used to store the inventory data, merchant identification data, 
and merchant network address data; 

a host system communicator means-used to receive and transmit data in substantially real- 
time between saida plurality of m e rchants in-store systems and saida plurality of 
consum e rs subscriber systems , using said communication network-memis; and 

a data distributor m e ans us e d t o process data requests fi:om said subscriber systems-ffleans. 



Wher e by, th e host syst e m stor e s tli e n e tM i ^ork addr es s of e ach participating in-stor e syst e m 

and communicates with th e in stor e syst e m on th e subscriber syst e m's b e half, thus allowing th e in 
stor e syst e m's n e twork addr e ss to b e dynamically assign e d, shi e lding th e in stor e syst e ms firom 
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dir e ct acc e ss by subscrib e r syst e ms, and e liminating th e n ee d for subscrib e r systems to loiovv th e in 
stor e syst e m's n e twork addr e ss in advanc e of malcing a r e qu e st. 

Wh e r e by, r e al tim e inv e ntory data is s e nt from th e in stor e syst e m to th e host syst e m and 

forward e d to th e subscriber syst e m or stor e d for lat e r access by a consum e r using th e subscriber 
sy s t e m; such that th e consum e r r e ceives accurat e and curr e nt inv e ntory amounts from m e rchant's 
plac e of busin e ss. 

Wh e r e by, th e consum e r is r e asonably assur e d that the m e rchant has th e desir e d it e m 

curr e ntly in its inv e ntor>^ and r e ady for sal e , thus r e ducing the amount of tim e and mon e y sp e nt by 
the consum e r in s e arching for th e desir e d it e m and providing th e m e rchant with a r e ady and willing 
consum e r to purchas e th e d e sir e d good or s e rvic e . 

6. (currently amended) A method for acquiring, managing, processing and distributing real-time 
inventory data en -through a communication network^ comprising the steps of: 

(^_ providing a means to acc e ss curr e nt inv e ntor data, m e rchant id e ntification data, and 
m e rchant n e twork addr e s s data from an in store syst e m; 

(b) providing a communication n e twork means to transmit data; 

(c) providing an in stor e syst e m m e ans that transmits and r e c e ives data using s aid 

communication n e twork m e ans; 

(d) providing a host syst e m m e ans that transmits and rec e iv e s data b e tw ee n a subscrib er 

syste m and th e in stor e syst e m using said communication n e twork m e ans and , th e 
host s yst e m stor e s data on a host syst e m databas e m e ans; 

(e) ^transmitting current inventory data, merchant identification data, and merchant 

network address data from said-an in-store system means to said a^host system 
meaft sover the communication network ; 

indexing and storing the current inventory data, merchant identification data, and 

merchant network address data using said-a_host system database at the host system 
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m e ans ; 

(g) providing a data distributor m e ans in th e host syst e m that proc e ss e s processing requests 

for inventory dat a with a data distributor in the host system using said 
indexed and stored inventory data, merchant identification data, and 
merchant network address data in response to receiving a request for 
inventory data fi'om a subscriber system; and 

(h) providing a subscrib e r syst e m m e ans that r e qu e sts inv e ntory data; 

(i) r e c e iving a r e qu e st from a subscrib e r s yst e m m e ans for inv e ntory data; 

())proc e ssing th e r e qu e st from said subscrib e r syst e m m e ans using said ind e x e d and stor e d 
inv e ntory data, m e rchant id e ntification data, and m e rchant n e twork address data; and 
(J^transmitting a.response to said subscriber system-^neans. 

7. (currently amended) AThe method as d e fin e d in of claim 6, fiirther comprisin g wherein processing 
requests comprises : 

s toring and ind e xing m e rchant's curr e nt n e twork address in said host sy s tem databas e 
m e ans; and 

using this addr e ss t he indexed and stored merchant network address data to initiate 
communication between said host system m e ans and said in-store system m e ans t o 
retrieve inventory data when a request is made by said subscriber system-^fteans. 

8. (currently amended) AThe method as d e fin e d in of claim 6, furth e r comprisin g wherein processing 
requests comprises : 

establishing a communication connection from said in-store system means t o said host 

syste m using the communication network ^neans: 
providing a t riggering mean s that caus e s said in-store system m e ans t o transmit current 

inventory data, merchant identification data, and merchant network address data to 

said host system-faeans; and 
storing transmitted current inventory data, merchant identification data, and merchant 
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network address data using said host system database-ffieaiis. 

Wh e reby, th e host syst e m stores th e n e twork addr e ss of e ach participating in store syst e m 

and communicat e s with the m stor e system on th e subscrib e r syst e m's b e half, thus allowing the in 
stor e syst e m's network addr e ss to be dynamically assign e d, shi e lding th e in stor e syst e ms from 
acc e ss by subscriber syst e ms, and e liminating th e n ee d for subscrib e r syst e ms to Icnow th e in stor e 
syst e m's n e twork addr e s s in advanc e of malcing a r e qu e st. 

Wh e r e by, real tim e inv e ntory data is s e nt from th e in s tore system to th e host syst e m and 

forward e d to th e subscrib e r syst e m or stor e d for lat e r acc e ss by a consum e r using th e subscrib e r 
system; such that the consumer rec e iv e s accurat e and curr e nt inv e ntory amounts from m e rchant's 
plac e of business. 

Wh e r e by, th e consumer is r e asonably assur e d that th e m e rchant has th e de s ir e d it e m 

currently in its inv e ntory and r e ady for sal e , thus r e ducing th e amount f tim e and mon e y sp e nt by 
th e consum e r in s e arching for th e d e sir e d it e m and providing th e m e rchant with a ready and willing 
consumer to purchase the desired good or service. 




9. (new) The computer implemented system of claim 5, wherein the host system is configured to 
store a network address for the in-store systems. 



10. (new) The computer implemented system of claim 5, wherein the host system is configured 
to communicate with the in-store systems on behalf of the subscriber systems. 

11. (new) The computer implemented system of claim 5, wherein the inventory data is sent from 
the in-store systems to the host system, and wherein the host system is configured to either 
forward the inventory data to the subscriber system or store the inventory data in the host system 
for later access by the subscriber system. 
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12. (new) The method of claim 6, wherein the host system stores a network address for the in- 
store systems. 

^13. (new) The method of claim 6, wherein the host system communicates with the in-store 
ff system on behalf of the subscriber system. 

14. (new) The method of claim 6, wherein transmitting current inventory data from the in-store 
system to the host system further comprises either forwarding current inventory data to the 
subscriber system or storing the current inventory data in the host system for later access. 



